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EXAMINER'S RESPONSE 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
including the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1, 17(e), was filed in this 
application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 12-6- 
05 has been entered. The examiner has considered the new 
presentation of claims and applicant's arguments in view of the 
disclosure and the present state of the prior art. And it is 
the examiner's opinion that the claims are unpatentable for the 
reasons set forth in this Office action: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not 
included in this action can be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1 and 3-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Borgstahl (US 5909183) in combination 
with Eisenhandler (US 5452291) , Shteyn (6199136) and Humpleman 
(US 6198479) . 

Regarding claim 1, Borgstahl discloses a portable 
information device (remote control) 300 comprising: 



Application/Control Nutnber: 09/955,236 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2635 

initialization data transmitting means 300 for transmitting 
initialization data 326 to an access point; response data 
receiving means 300 for receiving response data 328 responsive 
to said initialization data from said access point; and 
operational information transmitting means 300 for transmitting 
information 334/340 used to operate a home appliance after said 
response data receiving means receive said response data. See 
figs- 20-21 and col. 16 line 15 - col. 17 line 17. Borgstahl 
differs from claim 1 by not expressly reciting the access point 
connected to a home network connected to home appliances, but 
does include peers connection to remote peer devices or 
appliance over a LAN via gateway interface 44 in fig. 1-2 and 
col. 5 lines 30-58. The gateway include protocol conversion in 
col. 6 lines 34-36. 

Eisenhandler discloses an analogous art appliance control 
system where a portable remote control 90 controls appliances 
(50-56) connected to a home automation appliance LAN 80 using 
brouter 10 as an access point. This allows remote control of 
appliances in various locations of the home. See figs. 1-3 and 
col. 1 line 1 - col. 3 line 52 and col. 4 line 30 - col. 5 line 
66. 

Humpleman discloses a home network with HTTP server devices 
and URL addresses to provide browser based command and control. 
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The devices represent servers as stated in col- 5 lines 10-24 
and col. 6 lines 40-46. The devices store html pages 
communicated as with HTTP/IP interface protocol in col. 6 lines 
10-63 and are therefore HTTP servers that allow a custom GUI for 
devices from different manufacturers in col. 6 line 47 - col. 7 
line 6. A bridge is included to communicate to different 
networks in col. 6 lines 19-33 and col. 5 lines 36-48. A DHCP 
discovery procedure to determine and negotiate addresses for 
devices is described starting at page 10 line 44 and may include 
URL addresses in col. 12 lines 54-67 and col. 13 lines 25-37. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to have included in 
Borgstahl connection of the access point to the appliance over a 
home network as disclosed in Eisenhandler to allow remote 
control of appliances in various locations of the home as 
suggested by Borgstahl disclosing connection of peers over a 
wired LAN using a gateway similar to the brouter of 
Eisenhandler. 

Borgstahl discloses selecting an appliance address but does 
not expressly describe transmitting the address. Eisenhandler 
discloses a portable wireless device transmitting an address in 
col. 12 lines 9-28 in order to properly route the packet to a 
destination device. It would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have included in the combination applied above the operational 
information transmitting means transmit identity information 
used to identify the home appliance in view of Eisenhandler 
disclosing a portable device transmitting an address to properly 
route the packet to a destination device as suggested by 
Borgstahl disclosing selection of an address of a device to be 
controlled. 

Regarding claim 3, Borgstahl includes a network interface 
44 for accessing a LAN connected to devices or appliances to 
communicate with each of the appliances; a portable information 
device interface 38 for communicating with said portable 
information device; and control means 40/42 for doing a 
negotiation with said portable information device via said 
portable information device interface, whereby data are 
transmitted between said portable information device and each of 
said appliances through said portable information device 
interface and said network interface after the negotiation by 
the control means- Negotiation is disclosed in col. 9 lines 5- 
67, including relaying communication over a router or gateway to 
a remote device 34. A home network is not expressly recited in 
Borgstahl, but would have been obvious for the same reasons 
applied to claim 1 in view of the interfaces 14 and 16 of 
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Eisenhandler . 

Regarding claim 4, said control means determine whether the 
data received from said portable information device interface 
are valid and further determine, when the data are valid, 
whether the data are an initialization packet, followed by- 
creation of a new initialization packet when the data are an 
initialization packet, and outputting of the new initialization 
packet to said portable information device interface would have 
been obvious in view of the validation in col. 15 lines 16-25 of 
Eisenhandler in order to discard invalid packets and the 
initialization address search in col. 16 line 33 - col. 17 line 
17 of Borgstahl. 

Regarding claim 5, said control means analyzes data 
received from said portable information device and delivers the 
data to said network interface after a protocol conversion would 
have been obvious in view of the conversion in col. 7 line 58- 
col. 8 line 27 of Eisenhandler and suggested by the translation 
in col. 10 lines 25-40 of Borgstahl. 

Regarding claim 6, said control means determine whether 
data received from said network interface are valid for 
accessing said portable information device, creating a transfer 
packet and outputting the transfer packet to said portable 
information device interface when the data are valid would have 
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been obvious for the same reasons applied above to claim 4 . 

Regarding claim 7, a home network system comprising; a 
home network for networking a plurality of home appliances; a 
portable information device connectable to said home network in 
a wireless manner; and an access point for reciprocal data 
communication between said home appliances connected to said 
home network and said portable information device, wherein said 
portable information device does negotiation to be served by 
said access point would have been obvious for the same reasons 
applied above to claims 4 and 6. Note that both Borgstahl and 
Eisenhandler include reciprocal data communication. 

Regarding claim 8, said portable information device 
transmits to said access point the data used to select a home 
appliance from among a plurality of said home appliances after 
said negotiation would have been obvious for the reasons applied 
above to claim 2 . 

Regarding claim 9, a method for accessing a home network 
networking a plurality of home appliances, comprising: receiving 
from a portable wireless information device a request for 
accessing said home network; recognizing, upon receipt of the 
request for access, an address for designating a home appliance 
with which said portable wireless information device will 
communicate; and enabling exchange of data between the home 
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appliance designated by recognized said address and said 
portable wireless information device would have been obvious in 
view of the requests such as address search request 326, address 
acknowledge 328 and the exchange of data 334-342 in fig. 21 of 
Borgstahl in combination with the home network interface and 
portable device transmitting a destination address in 
Eisenhandler for the reasons applied above to claims 1-2. 

Regarding claim 10, a method for accessing a home network 
networking a plurality of home appliances, comprising: 
transmitting a request for accessing said home network to an 
access point connected to said home network; transmitting 
address information used to designate a home appliance included 
in said home network after transmitting the request for access; 
and transmitting operational information used to operate said 
home appliance after transmitting said address information would 
have been obvious in view of the requests such as address search 
request 326, address acknowledge 328 and the transmitting of 
commands 334-342 in fig. 21 of Borgstahl in combination with the 
home network interface and portable device transmitting a 
destination address in Eisenhandler for the reasons applied 
above to claims 1-2. 

Regarding the new language added to claims 1 and 3-10 by 
the 12-6-05 amendment, HTTP servers and URL addressing would 
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have been obvious in view of Humpleman to provide browser based 
GUI for devices from different manufacturers suggested by 
Borgstahl including selection by icon in col. 17 and internet 
protocol in col. 8. Humpleman does not expressly disclose a 
portable device, but such would have been obvious in view of 
Borgstahl disclosing a portable controller with display that may 
be a PDA Humpleman disclosing in col. 18 lines 54-60 that any 
device connected to the home network with html display 
capability can act as a client (controller) and session server. 

Regarding the language added to claims 1 and 3-10 by the 7- 
6-04 amendment, the examiner concedes that Borgstahl and 
Eisenhandler do not explicitly refer to high speed devices and 
low speed home appliances, but appliances are shown in fig. 3 of 
Borgstahl and fig. 3 of Eisenhandler that at least suggest the 
low speed home appliances. Further, fig. 3 of Borgstahl 
includes a computer that at least suggest a high speed device. 
Further, Borgstahl includes a gateway 44 and Eisenhandler 
includes brouter cluster controllers (BCC's) with bridging that 
at least suggest a bridge. Shteyn discloses a method and 
apparatus to provide interoperability between high data rate and 
low data rate networks . Shteyn includes a high data rate 
network with high data rate or high speed devices such as DTV 
and DVCR in col. 7 lines 60-62. Shteyn includes a slow data 
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rate network with low data rate or low speed devices/appliances 
124,126,128 in col. 7 line 63 - col- 8 line 3, col. 8 lines 17- 
20 and col. 8 lines 45-51. A bridge between the high speed 
network 102 and low speed network 104 is included in col. 8 
lines 43-45. Although the element 30 is identified, it is clear 
from fig. 1 that element 130 was intended. Shteyn also includes 
discovery by allowing devices to advertise their capabilities in 
col. 3 lines 50-66. Col. 5 lines 29-33 Shteyn discloses that 
the object is to merge a low bit rate home network with a high 
bit rate home network and to enable a HAVi system and low bit 
rate PC based home automation system to co-exist and enhance 
each other's functionalities. It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have included in the combination applied above means and 
method to communicate to low speed appliances and high speed 
appliances through a bridging element as disclosed in Shteyn 
because Shteyn discloses that this allows one to merge a low bit 
rate home network with a high bit rate home network and to 
enable a HAVi system and low bit rate PC based home automation 
system to co-exist and enhance each other's functionalities and 
because Borgstahl and Eisenhandler suggest low/high speed 
appliances/devices and bridges/gateways. 

Regarding limitations added by the 12-27-04 amendment and 
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modified by the 6-02-05 amendment, the exchanges of addresses 
and conversion of message formats, character codes, transmission 
rates and/or protocols would have been obvious in view of the 
translation and passing on of messages from network 102 to 104 
in col. 8 lines 40-51 of Shteyn, where the networks 102 and 104 
have different protocols and rates in col. 7 line 23 - col. 8 
line 23. The combination is suggested by Shteyn disclosing 
advantages such as "cost-ef f icient control" and "synergistic 
aspects of the combination" in col. 8 lines 43-46 and Borgstahl 
disclosing use of protocol conversion devices known to those 
skilled in the art in col. 6 lines 34-36.. 

Regarding the limitations added by the 6-20-05 amendment, 
receiving from a portable wireless information device a request 
for accessing information used to designate home appliances and 
electronic devices included in said home network would have been 
at least suggested by the needs/capability message 64 in cols. 
7-9, address search request 326 in col. 16, and/or controlled 
pings objects 356 in cols. 16-17 of Borgstahl. Bridge 
converting protocol is at least suggested by the protocol 
conversion in col. 6 lines 34-36 of Borgstahl and the conversion 
between networks in Shteyn discussed in the preceding paragraph. 

Response to Argiments 
4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 and 3-10 
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filed 12-6-05 have been considered but are moot in view of the 
new ground (s) of rejection. 

The arguments that the prior art applied in the 35 USC 103 
rejection of claims 1 and 3-10 lack the new HTTP and URL 
limitations is moot in view of the new rejection that adds the 
Humpleman patent as evidence that the new limitations would have 
been obvious . 
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